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Firefighter and volunteers use a water hose near a burning blaze trying 
to extinguish a fire in the village of Glatsona on Evia island in Greece 
on Aug. 9, 2021. Credit: Angelos Tzortzinis/AFP via Getty Images
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Global Fires of 2021Global Fires of 2021

Wildfires during this decade have
been very intense and have only
contributed more to global climate
change. However, the wildfires of 2021
were unique from other fire seasons of
the 21st century because the fires
appeared in more abundance and
were more challenging to fight off.
Countries such as Canada, Italy,
Greece, Algeria, Lebanon, Israel, and
Argentina had fires that burned out of
common control. Some of the fires in
these regions inflicted devastating
consequences that may not be
reversible for many years to come.

Introduction

How do Forest Fires Increase
Climate Change?
There is always a fire of some sort
burning in a part of the world (NASA,
2022). Wildfires are a significant
factor that accounts for climate
change. In fact, forests can be
referred to by the term carbon sinks
(Phillips, 2021). The reasoning behind
this term is because the mass density
of vegetation capable of storing vast
amounts of carbon, in this case, trees, 

can be easily let out by a forest fire
(Phillips, 2021). This fortifies the idea of
why forest fires contribute significantly
to carbon dioxide emissions.
Additionally, wildfires in 2021 were
estimated to emit 1.76 billion tonnes of
carbon emissions worldwide (Abnett,
2021). The number of emissions are only
expected to grow (Abnett, 2021). The
relationship between wildfires and
climate change is a continuous loop, and 
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Perscribed Prarie Burn | Flint Hills Prarie, Kansas
(Photo: © John L. Dengler)

human activities are only worsening the
situation (Phillips, 2021). Certain logging
practices, like wide-scale replanting,
has its benefits. However, when
practicing replanting, the trees
themselves are vulnerable and capable
of spreading fires more quickly because
of their 



The 2021 wildfire season was caused
by various factors, the most
significant factor being the rise in
summer temperatures themselves
(NASA, 2022). Much of the media has
focused on the 2021 fires in the
Mediterranean. Since many people
were affected by the fires in this
region, this article will start with the
countries that suffered severe fires in
the area, followed by other countries
in the world that the media may not
have paid enough attention to. In
Greece, Athens was almost at risk of
going up in flames due to high
summer temperatures and the
surrounding fires in the suburbs
(Smith, 2021). Temperatures in parts
of Greece have been recorded to be
over 46 degrees Celsius (Abnett,
2021). Most residents in Evia, Greece’s
second-largest island, were ordered
to evacuate after threatening fires  

Countries which
Suffered Severe Fires
(2021)
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identical ages (Phillips, 2021).
Furthermore, fires play a significant
role in the sustainability and health of
an ecosystem. If too many wildfires
are extinguished too effectively in a
short period of time, the vegetation
left behind will age and not allow new
vegetation to take over (Phillips,
2021). This will increase the stakes of
a wildfire occurring. Farmers evacuating their livestock from an approaching wildfire | The

New York Times

engulfed many forests and settlements
(WP Company, 2021). Much of Turkey’s
southern coast have had the hardest hit
by the Mediterranean fires of 2021. This
region of Turkey is known for its thriving
tourism industry, which was hampered
by the fires. More than 10,000 residents
were forced to flee their already
damaged homes (Sullivan, 2021).
According to the Agriculture and
Forestry Minister of Turkey, 77 houses
have been burned, and over 2000 farm
animals have died in the province of
Antalya alone (Damon & Tuysuz, 2021).
In late July, wildfires started to engulf
large amounts of vegetation and land
on the island of Sardinia, Italy (WP
Company, 2021). Much of these wildfires
were burning in south Italy, including
Sicily and the Calabria region. According
to firefighters, there had been 500
reports of blazes in one night (Sullivan,
2021). On August 9-10, 2021, in Algeria,
wildfires killed 69 people. Since August
9, there have been 70 fires burning in 13
of Algeria’s northern prefectures.
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(Algeria: Wildfires, 2021). In July,
wildfires spread rapidly in the
Qubayyat region of Akkar in Lebanon.
The rapidly spreading fire forced
hundreds to flee their homes and
killed a 15-year-old firefighting
volunteer (Lebanon Battles Wildfires
for Third Straight Day, 2021). In Israel,
wildfires have gone to the point where
they created immense air pollution
over the city of Jerusalem (Israel
battles huge wildfire near Jerusalem,
2021). The fires near Jerusalem have
scorched some non-native vegetation
and reviled ancient Palestinian farm
terraces (Mansour, 2021)! Stepping
away from the Mediterranean, forest
fires in Siberia, Russia, are becoming
more abundant, with large swaths of
land scorched and thawed because of
climate change. Significant portions
of Siberian forests contain carbon-
rich peatland, and much of it was
released in these fires (Hess, 2022).
This means that the carbon released
will further contribute to more
wildfires. Deforestation has also
caused flooding in areas that had
never experienced such an incident
(Hess, 2022). During August, many
fires in Northwestern Ontario, Canada,
reached their climax; however, most
fires were under control by the end of
August. (Della-Mattia, 2021) As a
result, hundreds of Indigenous from
the Wabaseemoong Independent
Nations fled to London, Ontario, to
wait for the fires to subside (Ismail,
2021). Fires have destroyed

Fire brigades monitor the forest during fires in Bariloche, Argentina
(Photo: From Reteurs, taken on Dec 19, 2021)

Ramat Raziel seen earlier this month
after a large fire in the Judean Hills.
(Photo: From Hareetz.com, taken in
2021

over 80,000-90,000 hectares of land
in Patagonia, Argentina. The fires
started in December 2021 and
continued into January 2022. The
Argentinian government confirmed
that the Patagonian fires were mainly
caused by climate change (Chambers
& Blackman, 2022). During November
2020-June 2021, India had around
21,487 fires. Much of the fires were
burning in India’s north-central
states, with Uttarakhand having a
177.96% increase in forest fires
compared to November 2019-June
2020 (Pandey, 2022).

The town of Lytton, B.C., razed to the
ground after a wildfire. (Photo by
newsarific, 2021)



wildfire season of 2021 (Becatoros, 2021).
The blazes had burned over 50,900
hectares of land on the island (Becatoros,
2021). For anyone who finds their homes
scorched after a fire, feelings of anger,
sadness, and pain would overcome them.
In the U.S, it is estimated that in most
cases, rebuilding an entire home would be
necessary, which would cost between
$260,000-$710,000; however, damages
would cost $50 per sq foot and $100 per sq
foot and higher if the sq ft is two stories or
higher (Martinez, 2022).
Furthermore, in the U.S, the total wait time
for a house damaged by a fire can range
from several weeks to several months
(Rodriguez-Zaba, 2022). Unanticipated
evacuations can lead to traumatic
experiences for some people, which
makes wildfires inflict harmful physical
and mental health conditions (Wildfires,
water, and our health, 2019). Examples of
a wildfire's impact on mental health are
the panic of evacuation, the sight of
devastation, and the stressful
environment in a community shelter or
crowded refugee (When wildfires strike:
Climate Atlas of Canada, 2019). In terms
of physical health, the air pollution
caused by fires can decrease lung
function and increase the chances of
heart failure and premature death
(Wildland Fire Research: Health Effects
Research 2022). These are just some of
the most common impacts of society's
wildfires and the 2021 wildfire season.
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The 2021 wildfire season impacted the
societies that endured the fire;
however, many impacts can also be
associated with any wildfire. In terms
of infrastructure, wildfires corrupt
electricity, and telephone lines, block
sections of roads and railways and
damage many homes, facilities, and
industries (Social impact of large-
scale forest fires, 2016). In developing
countries or countries with unstable
economies, wildfires such as those of
2021 have posed severe challenges.
Turkey's tourism industry 

Impact on Society

Smoke rises from a forest fire close to a touristic hotel in the Içmeler
area of the Aegean coastal town of Marmaris, Turkey. (Photo from AP,
Thursday, July 29, 2021.)

has been corrupted by the wildfires
and the ongoing pandemic (Khalid,
2021). Furthermore, the country's
agricultural sector in Turkey's
southern coastal provinces has been
hit hard. (Khalid, 2021).
Additionally, wildfires killed much
livestock and left much of the soil
infertile (Khalid, 2021). In Greece,
most residents on the island of Evia
had to flee their homes in the 



GRETA THUNBERG

"To all of you who
choose to look the other
way every day because

you seem more
frightened of the
changes that can

prevent catastrophic
climate change than the

catastrophic climate
change itself. Your

silence is worst of all."
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Conclusion

People with hoses attempting to extinguish forest fires approaching the village of Pefki, on Evia island,
Greece, in August. Photograph: Angelos Tzortzinis/AFP/Getty Images
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EventEvent    CoverageCoverage
COMMUNITY CLEAN UP 2022

On April 24th, people of all ages
attended our Community Clean Up
event at High Park, Toronto, Ontario.
It was a very successful event thanks
to everyone who attended and
supported us in this initiative.

We ended up collecting up to 200
bags in garbage along with other
materials such as mattresses and old
tents. 

We also managed to score ourselves
free ice-cream with a lovely
impromptu ice cream truck sponsor!!!

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR SUPPORT
AND DONATIONS. We really
appreciate it and it couldn't have
been possible without you. 
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EventEvent    CoverageCoverage
COMMUNITY CLEAN UP 2022

"The Human Nature Projects Ontario would like to say a huge THANK YOU
for attending our Community Clean-Up Event at High Park to beautify and
clean the environment! This year’s Community Clean-Up welcomed over
150 participants from all ages across the GTA. 
Our Community Clean-Up Event was made possible by our sponsors:
Made For The People, Londre Bodywear, Cheekbone Beauty Cosmetics
Inc., Wuxly, and Kelseys Original Roadhouse for prizes; Vivo Pizza & Pasta
and Pizzaiolo for free pizza; and our local ice cream for free ice cream!
Without your help and support this event would not have been possible."
- Cindy (Events Co-Director)

"This was our first ever in-person event at
Human Nature Projects Ontario. The High Park
community cleanup had an amazing turnout, we
had no idea over 150 people were interested! I am
very thankful to our sponsors for their food and
prizes donations and a huge shoutout goes out to
my executive team for pulling this all together!
Follow us on instagram (@hnpontario) to stay
updated on all our upcoming events." -
Muhammad (Project Lead)
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Congratulations!!Congratulations!!
ANSEL CHAK

For winning the giveaway for picking up the most trash in 1 hour
and 30 mins. We sincerely thank you for your great contributions
to our first community clean-up event. Kudos to you!!



Our garments can take up to
200 years to degrade causing
our world to constantly be
poisoned by more and more
artificial stuff. Every link in the
fast fashion cycle has
significant environmental and
socioeconomic implications
(Young, 2020).
 
 

In most layman’s terms, fast
fashion is described as low-cost,
trendy apparel that takes
inspiration from the catwalk or
celebrity culture and quickly
transforms it into items at high-
street retailers to fulfill customer
demand (Rauturier, 2021). It is an
important component of the
poisonous system of
overproduction and consumption
that has made fashion one of the
world's most polluting industries. 
 
Consumers are often unmotivated
to care for their clothing. They are
very well aware that the next
fashion trend is only around the
horizon, and that their outfits will
quickly become outdated, which
implies they can get rid of them
more quickly. The bulk of things in
the fast fashion industry are neither
recycled nor donated. Instead, they
are disposed in landfills or burnt
which is the fundamental flaw. 

WHAT IS FAST FASHION?

Consumers are increasingly concerned about where 
their clothes come from (Photo: Simon 
Dawson/Getty)
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All aboutFast FashionAll aboutFast Fashion



Some of the ways in which fast fashion damages the environment
are water usage, microfibres, greenhouse gases, deforestation,
toxins, and human rights (Young, 2020). 

To begin with, the manufacturing process is very polluting, with
factories dumping hazardous wastewater into rivers and pumping
out millions of tonnes of glasshouse gases, all to produce apparel
that ends up in landfills, seas, or is burnt into our atmosphere. 

Another alarming truth is that fast fashion employs 8,000 distinct synthetic
chemicals in its creation, many of which have been linked to cancer and other
disorders in people.
The dyes that colour the garments, the corrosive finishing and bonding agents,
and the synthetic fabrics themselves all contain these dangerous substances.
Workers on the floors of fast fashion companies are continually exposed to these
hazardous chemicals and inhale their vapours. Factory wastewater is discharged
into our waterways and permeates into our agricultural systems.
Worst of all, the long-term implications of wearing these synthetic, chemical-
covered garments on our exposed flesh are unknown; clothing tags do not
include dietary details or health warnings. We only know that cancer-causing
chemicals are at the heart of fast fashion and that they are actually destroying
our world and people (The Impact of Fast Fashion, n.d.). 

WHAT ARE THE ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPLICATIONS OF FAST FASHION?

12Wagner, L. (2020, March 12). The environmental impact of the fast fashion industry | Infographic & Stats. 
Sanvt. https://sanvt.com/journal/environmental-impact-of-fast-fashion-infographic/ 

https://sanvt.com/journal/environmental-impact-of-fast-fashion-infographic/


HOW CAN IT 
BE REDUCED?
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Think twice before
throwing out your clothes -

donate used clothing

Buy or rent secondhand
clothes.

Shop from sustainable
and ethical fashion

brands.

Buy less often and buy
high quality - To fight
fast fashion, be picky
about what you wear.

Recycle textiles and
garments - Some fashion

retailers recognize their
harmful impact on the

environment and are taking
steps to reduce their carbon

footprints, too.

Host a clothing
swap - If you’re

not ready to
donate the

clothes that no
longer inspire

you, try sharing
your closet with

friends.

 Endorse Eco-
Friendly Fabrics

Repurpose old clothing -
Old t-shirts can become
cleaning cloths, helping
you end your reliance on

paper towels. 

Photo: Benji Haughton

Getty Images / Sadeugra

https://medium.com/@christinachibablog/

https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/fast-fashion-how-to-be-sustainable/

Rent the Runway

https://www.friendlyturtle.com/beauty-fashion/what-is-fast-fashion/



Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events

GARDENING
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ECO-CAREER 
WEBINAR SERIESAn event organized to help the

youth connect with the
environment and better understand

the importance of nature. 
 

Volunteer hours will be given out for
this event.

 
DATE - MID-JUNE 

(subject to change)
 

LOCATION - TBD 

A webinar series organized to help
youth choose career fields that

would help benefit the
environment. 

 
Volunteer hours will be given out for

this event.
 

DATE - END OF JUNE/BEGINING OF
JULY (subject to change)

 
LOCATION - Online platforms

Follow HNP on Instagram to be updated on these eventsFollow HNP on Instagram to be updated on these events  
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KIYAN SAJADIKIYAN SAJADI

ALINA RIABOVAALINA RIABOVA

Hey! I'm Eden, the Co-Director of Finance & Fundraising at HNP 
Ontario. I'm hoping to pursue a Bachelor of Science in Global 

Resource Systems at the University of British Columbia where i'll be 
able to develop a better understanding of our natural and 
agricultural resources through a holistic and international 

perspective. Sustainable consumption, species conservation, and 
environmental education have always been of great interest to me, 

and I look forward to tackling these issues through our initiatives!

Hey everyone! My name is Alina and I'm currently the Marketing Director 
with HNP Ontario! While I've only been with the team for a few months, it 
has been a time very well-spent and it's been great to connect with so 

many young and energetic individuals who are all united through a 
passion for environmental advocacy. Outside of HNP, I am an avid sports 
fan, particularly gymnastics and basketball, I love reading, playing cards 
and doing craftwork. Super excited to continue this journey with HNP and I 

am eager to see where it takes us!

Hello! My name is Kiyan and I am a pre-IB student at Dr. G.W. 
Williams. I am currently an Operations Director at HNP Ontario and I 
have loved the past few months with the whole team. Connecting 
with so many people who share the same goals is truly amazing. I 
am so excited to continue working with the team and to connect 
with so many awesome volunteers during all of our future events 
During my free time, I like to hike and go on bike rides during the 

summer and stay in to read during the winter. I also love to try new 
foods with my friends and family.

 



@HNPONTARIO

HNP ONTARIO

@HNPONTARIO

 www.hnpontario.org

Follo
w 

 us 
 on our   social   networks
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